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SECRETARY CHAPMAN ANTOUNCES 1950 WATTRFOUL EUNTING RULES

Migretory waterfovl hunting regulations designed to gear the hervest to the
production of wild ducks, geese, coobts, and doves were announced todoy by Secre=
tary of the Interior Oscar I, Chapman,

The amended regulations were approved by President Truman after adovtion by
Secretery Chaoman in accordance with a law of Congress maiting effective treatles
relating to birds migrating between the United States, Canado, and Mexico, They
were recommended by the Fish and /ildiife Service folloving the most extensive
blological investigations ever mede, snd after consultations with State zame
administrators, Breeding zround surveys vere cerried on by the Service in cocvera
tion with the Canadisn Wililife Service, the Provincisl Game Departmente, and
various State Departments of Jonservation, Seversl private organizations such as
the Wildlife Management Institute, Ducks Unlimited, the Joint Blnck Duck Commlttee,
the Winnows Point Gun Club and other gun ciubs, elso nmarticipated,

In submitting the recommend:tions for the 1950 season to Secretary Chepman,
Albvert M, Doy, Director of the Fish and Wildlife Service, said, "The Service has
gone & long way during the past few years in attempting to adjust the hunting
pressure to the anticipated flights of ducks and geese in the verious portions of
the United States which we commonly term 'flyweyrs,! This year's regulriions come
closer to this goal than any *hat have ever been adopted vreviously, 4lso, the
preferences of the states with respect to open season dates have been obscrved
within the limits of uniformity for flyways and vherever consistent vith sound cone
servation practices.®

Briefly stated hy Director Day, the major changes are theset

The length of the season in the Atlantic flrwey states will remain - the same
as last year —— HO consecutive davs or two periods of 156 days. (Bag limit of U4
ducks end 8 in possession remains the same,)

In the Mississippi flywsy states the senson hag been reduced from 4o o 35
consecutive days or two periods of 1l deys., (Beg ond possession limit of 4 and &
ducks remains unchangeda)

In the Central flywar states the length of the secson will remain the same as
lnst year -— U5 consecutive doys or two periods of 18 days, but the daily dbag 1limit
is increased by 1 duck ond tiae possession limit by 2 ducks,

In the Pacific flywoy stotes the season hes been increased from 50 to A5 cone
‘secutive dnys or two periods of 22 dnys, with a daily bag and possession limit of
6 ducks. (Compared with lest year, this is an increase of 1 duck in the daily bag
and o decrease of 4 in the possession limit,) :



1

Bag and possession limits on geese, ac/pr{ilnv to Mr. Dd;’;’. remain ess*en‘bially
the same as last year in each Llyway. _ //“ . . :

-

;

In e:v.plmnn.g the reconnnendatlons maﬁe by the Serv1ce, Director uay saxds

"he Atlentic flyway contlnuee to present the most statie conditlons ‘ag-Tar as
the distribution of hunters, birds, and harvest are concerned, Because the dbreeding
ground surveys displayed no significant trend up or down, 1t seems wisge to ret ain
the same regulabions as were in effect last year, :

®1n the Mississippi flyway, hiowever, conditions do not appear to be as good es
in the other flyways., Production in Manitoba was noticeably reduced over last year,
This, combined with the unimproved conditions in %he Consdian Fer North, Wisconsin,
and Michigen, and with the same or sl;ghtl,/ improved situation in Minnesota, is not
very favorable, In addition, during the 19%9-50 season, this flywsy had 43 percent
of the hunters and 46 percent of the kill but only 20 percent of the birds, All
these factors make it imperative that the seeson be cut back if we are to continue
our DOllCJ of gearinﬂ the uarve st to »prod actlon

"The ove‘v*-all nicuure in the Cenura'l flvwaJ sbo*wq some increase in prodac tion
this year in the important breeding areas, periicwlarly in Saskatchewsn and North
Dakota, In fact, this flyway shéws the best improvement of any. In recognition of
this the Dag axld possession limits have been inereased to 5 and 10 ducks from L znd

-8+ In other words, we are glving Yaclk to the ‘mnuerf- the one bird we took away a

year cxgo," , - : ;

Direector Day oharec’oerlzed the c-hans,es in tqe Pacific flyvay as an "expe“lment
in an sres that.can siand it because there are more birds per hunter in this flyway
than in any other in the country." During the 1?“9--60 season, P"LlelC flyway st-wt
had 31 pércent of the ducks btut only 21 percent of the hunters afid ok nercen’b of Hh.
kill, The over-2ll production for the Pacific flyway is expected t@ e about the
same or slizhtly 1ess man lg.st ‘yeorls,

Sportsmen 11v1ng in- the. Pacr‘uc lev&r states have 1ong' sought to heve the .
doily ’t_:ag_, and possession limit the same, according to Mr., Dgy. Wrhis ycar we have
agreed to. 2o along witl them on an experimental basis, We hove to f£ind out whether

. or not the .cause of waterfowl conservation .can he better served if the bag and pos-

session 1imit is the same. Certainly, this regulation should be an ald in law
enforcement,

Some minor éhénges to be noted are the fc;llowings

At the request of State game adminisirators, the season has been closed on. blue
geese in Colorado; on all except Conadg geese in Mass achusotts; and in New Mexico
the bag limit has been reduced from 5 to 3 geese, which linit may includs not more
than 2 Canade geese-or 1 sinow gooses In Texas the season lins been closed on the
black-bellied iree ducky and in those States having a season on band-tailed pigeons

tie bag limit hes been reduced from 10 io & birds a day or. in possession,

South Carolina and West Virginis are included with the States having an open

- geason on woodcock, and an open season has been prescrided for white~winged doves in

Imperial County, California, In New York snd certain North Atlantic Stotes; old
squaw ducks ore included in the bag limit for scoter and cider ducks. The hunting
of mourning doves in Montana is limited to eight counties in place of the former




statewlde season, and in Idsho the season on these birds has been épened in eight
additional counties., Adjustments of the opening and closing dates for hunting
rails, gallinules, woodcock, and mounring doves have been made in several States.

Selient highlights of the 1G50-51 regulations ere as followsd

OPEN SEASONS FOR DUCKS, GEESE, AND CO0TS, BY FLYWAYS

Atlantic fiyway statess

Most stotes chose a continuous sezson, Of the 17 states included in this fly-
way, only 5 —— Delaware, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Yew York —
settled for e split season,

Connecticut, November 3-December 12,

Delaware, November 3-18, and December 15-30,

Florida, November 27-January 5.

Georgla, November 27-January 5.

Maine, October 6-21, and November 2l-Decermber 9,
Maryland, November 27-January 5.

Massachusetts, October 20-November 3, and Decerber 15-30,
New Hampshire, October 6-21, and Fovember l7-December 2,
New Tersey, Noverer 17-December 26,

New York, October 20-November 4, and Decenber 8-23
Worth Carolina, November 27-January He

Pennsylvania, Cctober 13-Novewber 21,

Rhode Island, November 1l7-December 2¢,

South Carolins, November 27-January P

Vermont, OQctober 20-November 28,

Virginia, Hovember 27-January 5.

West Virginia, Octover 20-FNovember 28,

Puerto Rico, December 15-Februaryl2,

Migsissippl flyway states:

A1l 14 states of the Mississippi flyway, as last year, elected to have a con-
tinuous season,

Alabama, December 2wJanuary 5,
Arkansas, December 2-January 5
I1linois, November Z-December 7,
Indiansa, November 3-December 7.
Iowa, Octobver 20-November 23,
Kentucky, December 1-January 4,
Louisiana, December 2-Janvary 5.
Michigan, October 13-Hovember 16,
Minnesota, October G-November 9e
Mississippl, December ZwJanuary 5,
{issouri, November 73-December 7,
Ohio, October 20-Novewber 23,
Tennessee, December 2-January H,
Wisconsin, October 1Y-November 16,



Central flyway states:

) .In this flyway, 4 states out'd the 10 —— uolov'ado, MOVl'bc!l"a, New Hex zico, and_y
Wyoming —-e se'lec’ced the split season,

Colorado, Octo’oer 6-23, and December 19-J anuery 5.
Kansas, October 20-December 3. .

Montana, October 6-23, and November 17-December X,
Nebrasks, October 20-December 3, )
New Mexico, October 13-30, end Decembver 19«3‘ anusry 5.
North Dakota, October 6-November 19,

Oklahoma, November 3-December 17,

South Dakotsa, October 6-November 19,

Texas, November 3-December 17,

Wyoming, Octcber 623, snd Tovember 24~December ile

Pacific flyway states:

California, Mevada, and Utah, in the Pacific flyway, dec:.ded on tne sollt
season while the remaining 4 states elected a contmuous 5042800, .

Arizons, November 12-J anuar.,r 5, -

California, November 12-Jznuary 5 for wauerfowl and coot in those portions of
San Bernasrdino, Riverside, and Imperial Counties, east of U, 8. Highway 95 from the
Wevada line south to Blythe and east of the paved and graded rosd extending from
Blythe to Ripley, Palo Verde and Ogllo\? south to its intersection with U. S, Highwe
80, thence east to Tuma, October 20~I\Toxfex“'be; lC, nd Decem’oer 15-Jd111ﬂ~*y 5, in
rest of the state,

ldaho, November 3-December &7, o
Nevada, October 13-Hovember 3, and Decpmber 8—29,
Gregon, November JDecember 27, = = . '
Utah, October 13-November 3, and November EN—December 15,
Washington, November 3-December 27,
-Alaskag In the Second and Fourth Judicial Divisions, September 1 to October
25' in the Third Judicisl Division (except Kodisk-Afognak Island Group), September
7 %to October 21; in the First Judicial Division and the Kodisgk~Afognok Islend Grour
October 1 to Nbvember 24, provided that scoter end elder ducks also nay be taken
- in the Second and Fourth Judicial Divisions from September 1 to October 31 and in
the Third Judicial Division west of 1520 ¥, Longitude from September 7 to December
2l., The bag limit for scoters and eiders is 10 a day singly or in the aggregote of
2ll kinds, and not more than 20 singly or in the aggregate of 21l klnd° in posses—
sion.

. + ;
(Any speclal exceptions to the above dates for all flyways, os well as the ope
seasons and bag limjts for rails, galllnules, woodcock, mourning or turtle doves,

white-winged doves, and band-tailed pigeons, are shown 1n tabular form by flyways i
the schedules attached at end of this releaqe.)



DAILY ‘SHOOTING HOURS

Ducks, geese, brent, and coot. — The dally shooting hours are thetsame as
last year — from one-half hour before gunrise to ore hour before sunsete

. g d
Rails, gallinules, woodcock, mourning or turtle doves, whiﬁeawlngedadqve:rgz
bend-tailed pigeons, —- Tie daily skooting hours are the saie as laSttyZaén—scie—
one-half hour before sunrise to sunset, with certain exceptions as note -
dules,

Opening day of season, -- On the openiag day of the season — includ%ng iach
first day of the split seusons — waterfowl end coot may not be h?nzcdfpriorcogt
12 o'clock noon. In Wisconsin the opening day of the season for waterfowl, ’
reils end gallinules will start at 1:00 pem.

Special hours for mourning doves in certain ssatgg. —— Thg daily shooting
neriod for mourning doves in Alebana, Avltenses, Florida, Georglaq Kentucky,
iouisiana, Maryiend, Mississippi, North Ceroline, South Cerolina, Tepnessee, ond
Virginia will be from 12 olclock noon until sunset. In Nevw Mexico'tne shooting "
hours for mourning doves ondé bmnd-tailed pigeons will be from 12 ofelock noon unti
sunget on the first dey of the gensonj thercofter, from sunrise to sunsets

~ (For specific exceptions on shooting hours for all species, see footnotes on
all the schedules attacged at end of release,

DAILY BAG ANT POSSISSION LIMITS

Ducks. — Bag and possession limits of 4 o day and & in possession in the
Atlentic and Mississippil flyway states will remain the same as last year.

In the Central flywsy states, however, the bég limit has been increased fron %
to 5 a day, and the possession limit from § to 10, ’

Pecific flyway states will have the daily bag and possession limit the same -
ducks,

Geese. — Daily bag end possession limits for geese will be essentially the
same as last year, as follows:

In the Atlantic flyway states the daily bag and possession limlt for geese will
be 2. Included in this 1imit can be either 2 Conads geese or its subspecies, or 2
vhite-fronted geese. In addition the hunter can heve 3 blue geese a day or in pos-
session. In Massachusetts, however, only Canada zeese (including its subsnecies)
may be taken. No snow geese or brant can be taken in Atlantic flywey stotes,

, In the Mississippi flyway states the daily bag ard possession limit for geese
will be ¥, including in such limit not more than (a) 2 Cansda gecse or its sub-
species, or (b) 2 vhite-fronted geese, or (e) 1 Connde googe and 1 yhite~-fronted
goose. (No shooting of geese will be allowed in tansi nert of Alexancer County,
Illinois, previously established as ¢ closed erens)



In the Central ﬂyway states, except in New Mexlco 5 geese may be taken,
inciuding in such limit not more than {a) 2 Canads geese or its subspecies, or
(v) 2 white-fronted geese, or (c) 1 Canadas goose and 1.vhite-fronted goose. -In New
Mexico the bag and possession limit has beon reduced from'5 to 3 goese, and this.
limit may include not more thap 2 Canada geese or its subspecles, or 2 whlte—front
geese, or 1 snow goose, _

. In the Pacific flyway states, the daily bag a.nd possess;on lmt for geese is
6, the same as last year, in any combination not exceeding 2 of Canada geese or its
subspecles, white~-fronted geese, or 'brant The closed season is continved on Ross!

, Wogd ducks,—-No 0pen season in Massacmsetts‘and; West Virginia in Atlantic fly-
way; in Colorado, Kansas, Nebragka, North Dekota,  South:Dekota, and.Wyoming in
Central flyway; and in Arizona, Nevada, and Utah in Pacific flyway. In all other
states and Alaska, bag or possession limit may include only 1 wood duck

Ooots.n-The bag hmlt for coots Temains the sams as last year—-15 birds a day
in the Atlantic and Pacific flyweys and 10 a day in the’ MlSSlSSlppl anrl Central.
Possession limats are the same as the dally 'beg limtsg o

Scoters and elder d.ucks.--The d.allqy bag 11mit of 7 scoters or elder or.old
squaiy ducks smgly or in the aggrebate, and not exceeding 14 in possession singly or
in the aggregate, is continued in Comhecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire,
New York, and Rhode Island where these birds may be taken in open coastal waters
only, beyond. outer harbor lines, from September 17 to Detember 17. In areas other
than those beyond outer harber 11m1ts, such birds may be. taken during the open

seasons for other ducks,

Rails.--In all flywsys, not ‘more, than 15 1n the aggregate of I‘a,lls (other thaf
sors) and g and gallinules, = -

Sora.—--The daily bag and possession limit in: all flymays remaing the same as
lagt year—~25 birds--except in Florlda where the limit is 15.

. Woodcock.—~In the Atlantic and Mississippl flyway states, and in Oklahoma and
in certain counties in eastern Texas and elsewhere m that state where peimitted to
be lunted (see attached schedules at end of release), the daily bag limit for wood-
: ;cock is 4 and the possess:Lon limit is 8.

Mourmng or turtle dmres,-«-In the sta:bes of all flyways whereln hunted the baé
and poss;ess:.on 11m1t is-10 Dbirds. A

Amerlcan and red-breasted mex Zangers. —-——In all flyways, 25 singly or in the
aggregate of both klnds. After the opening day of the saa.son there is no possessmr
limit, : o :

Band-talled pigeons.~—Daily bag and possessmn limit has been reduced from 10 1
8 in Arizona, California, New Mexicoy Oregon, and Washington--the only states where
the shooting of this species is permitted. This year California will again have the
some split season for band-tailed pigeons as last year, from September 16 to 30 and
from December 17 to 31. In New Mexico band-tailed pigeons can be hunted south of
Highway 60 from September 16 to October 15, but there is no open season in rest of
state.




CLOSED SFASONS

Closed seasons on certain species will be in effect as follows:

A% 8 DAL ULLRY o & LR

On wood ducks in Arizona, Colorado, Kansas, Massachusetts, Nebraska, Nevada,
North Daekota, South Dakota, Utah, West Virginia, and Wyoming; :

On snow geese in Beaverhead, Gallatin, and Madison counties in Montana, and in
the states of Colorado, Idaho, and Wyoming, and on snow geese and brant in states of
the Atlantic flyway; :

On blue geese in Colorado:

On geese of any specieg in Canyon County, Idaho, except a strip 1 mile wide on
gach side of the Boise River and a strip 1 mile wide on the northsast side of the
Snake River; and in that pert of Alexander County, Illimois, established as a closed
area by Presidential proclamation on Octover 1, 1947;

On Boss! geese and on all swans throughout the country;

On mourning doves in Alaska, Connecticut, parts of Idaho, Indiena, Iowa, Maine,
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, parts of Montana, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New
Xgrki North Dakota, Chio, Puerto Rico., Rhode Ieland. South Dakota., Utsh., Vermont

S L Vi ST UCly Waidl Wiod UU 4l g LWBJUD ADLalilly MU LLL Al b ? v ucu.l, 1] E‘;.LulUJ..LU,

Washington, West Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming:

On woodcock in Florids, Illinois, Iowa, Kentucky, Puerto Rico, and Tennessee;
and

On black-bellied tree ducks in Texas.

MEANS FOR TAKING BIRDS

The regulation which prohibits the use of automatic-loading or repeating shot-
guns capable of holding more than three shells still continues in effect. An zmend-
ment which went into effect two years sgo provides that the plug in such a shoteun
must be incapable of being removed without disassembling the gun.

The regulations do not authorize the taking of waterfowl by "baiting® or over
any "baited place," or with the aid of live duck or goose decoys. Thesec térms ave
defined as follows: "Baiting shall mean the placiug, exposing, depositing, distrib-
uting, or scattering of shelled, shucked, or unsimcked corn, wheat, other erain,
salt, or other fced so as to constitute for such birds a lure, attraction, or
enticement to, on, or over the area wherc hunters are attemmting to take them.
Baited place shall mean any place where, at zny time during the open scasons on such
birds, shelled, shucked, or unshucked eorn, whest or othor grain, salt, or sny other
feed whatsoever that may attract such birds is dircetly or indirectly placed,
exposed, deposited, distributed, or scattercd."

TRANSPORTATION AND POST-SEASON POSSESSION LIMIT OF GAME

To permit sportemen to transport to their homes ducks and geese killed on the
last day of the season at some distant point, shipments from Canada and Mexico can
be made as late as 5 days following the close of the season in the province or state
where taken. In the United States hmnters can make intorstate shipnents up to 48
Yours following the close of the shooting season in the state where taken,



The regulations permit the transportation out of and possession in anothe
state during the period of the open season where killed, and for 90 days there

of wild ducks and geese taken in a flywsy having a larger possession limit th
other flyways.

In connection with such transportation or importation, dréssed birds, as
of identification, are required to have the head, head plumage, and feet attac

Any package in which such birds (or parts thereof) are transported must I
name and address of the shipper and of the consignee, together with an accurat

statement of the numbers and kinds of birds contained in the package, clearly
conspicuously marked on the outside. ‘

The post-season period for possession of migratory gsme birds remains the
as in previous years--90 days. .

XXX

P.N, 81065 8

Interior--Duplicating Section, Washinzton, D, C,
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